Bijvoeglijke naamwoorden met 1 lettergreep (cute, nice, old) en bijvoeglijke naamwoorden met 2 lettergrepen die eindigen op –y, some, ow, le, of –er) krijgen –er en –est in respectievelijk de vergrotende en overtreffende trap.

Voorbeelden met 1 lettergreep:

· cute – cuter – cutest

· nice – nicer – nicest

· old – older – oldest ( opmerking: bij familieleden krijg je old – elder – eldest: my brother is elder than me)

Voorbeelden met 2 lettergrepen:

· narrow (eindigt op ow): - narrower – narrowest

· handsome (eindigt op some): handsomer, handsomest

· easy (eindigt op y): easier – easiest (let op: y wordt i)

· gentle (eindigt op le): gentler, gentlest 

Overige bijvoeglijke naamwoorden met twee of meer lettergrepen worden in de vergrotende en overtreffende trap gevormd met behulp van more en most.

Voorbeelden:

· active – more active – most active

· often – more often – most often

· difficult – more difficult – most difficult

Uitzonderingen: 

· little- less – least

· much – more – most

· many more most

· bad – worse – worst

He is older than my father – than betekent dan bij een vergrotende of overtreffende trap. 

Then: betekent dan, of toen: and then it happened (en toen gebeurde het).

She is as beautiful as her mother – ze is even mooi als haar moeder

Extra opdracht bij de vergrotende en overtreffende trap

A. De vergrotende trap
1. It’s too noisy here. Can’t we go somewhere ________________ (quiet)?

2. This coffee is very weak; I like it a bit _______________ (strong).

3. The room was surprisingly big: I expected it to be _____________ (small).

4. Your work isn’t very good. I’m sure you can do _______________ (good).

5. Don’t worry! The situation isn’t so bad. It could be ________________ (bad).

6. My job is a bit boring sometimes. I’d like to do something ____________________ (interesting)

7. I am surprised we got here so quickly: I expected the journey to take _________(long)

8. You hardly ever phone me; why don’t you phone me ___________ (often)

9. I was surprised to see how easy this book is. I thought it would be ____________ (difficult)

10. That music is too loud. Can you play music that is a bit _________ (quiet)

B. Than or as (soms as ….. as)

1. I can’t reach as high as you; you are taller _______ I am.

2. He doesn’t know much: I know more _________ him.

3. I don’t work particularly hard, but few people work as hard ______ you.

4. We were very surprised. Nobody was more surprised _______ us.

5. Peter and Charles are brothers, but Peter is not _____ old _____ Charles.

6. Why did he get the job instead of me? I’m better qualified ______ him.

7. She’s not a very good player and I am just as bad ______ she is.

8. They’ve been very lucky. I wish we were ______ lucky _____ them.

9. I’m quite tall, but I’m not _____ tall _____ you.

10. We both work for the same company, and Anna gets the same salary _____ me.

C. Which is correct: older or elder?

1. My older/elder brother is a professor.

2. I’m surprised that your friend is only 28. I thought she was older/elder.

3. Graham is older/elder than his brother.

4. Luke has two sisters and one brother; Laura is his older/elder sister.

5. Ingrid’s younger sister is still at school. Her older/elder sister is a nurse.

6. Tom looks older/elder than he really is.

